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Prior to the 1950s, salt extraction in this area was small-scale and methods were rudimentary. In the 1950s, San Francisco ceased supplying salt to the US
west coast paper industry and an alternative source of salt was needed. Daniel Ludwig (who would later build the famed Acapulco Princess Hotel) setup a
company at the saline Ojo de Liebre coastal lagoon near Guerrero Negro in 1954; three years later, salt was exported to the USA for the first time, Ludwig
sold the company in 1973. Exportadora de Sal (Salt Exporter] is now jointly owned by the Mexican government {51%) and the Japanese Mitsubishi

corporation (49%).
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